THE SMA JM YOUNG INVESTIGATORS AWARD

 The Space Medicine Association Jeff Myers Young Investigators Award is a competition intended for those making their first major efforts into Aerospace Medicine Research.  

To compete for this award, contestants must be making their first presentation of a scientific paper or poster at an AsMA meeting (excluding cases presented at Grand Rounds as a student resident); they must appear as first author on the paper; and the must prepare and submit a manuscript for judging.  Finalists compete in a second phase of competition at the AsMA Meeting involving further evaluation of their presentation and interviews.  

The potential applicability of the findings to Space Medicine and the degree of involvement of the student in the project are major considerations.   I would like to thank the members of the YIA committee:  John Darwood, Lloyd Tripp, Cathy Dibiase, Smith Johnston,  Dan Woodard,  and Jeff Jones.    

 The finalists in this years’ competition, selected from 189 potential contestants, are richly talented and diversified.  (listed later in this article).

The winner of the 2017 SMA JM YIA is John M. Suffredini DO .  His paper is entitled “ Carotid Intima Thickness in the Astronaut Corps: Association to Spaceflight” .  There does  appear to be  a difference with potential  implications for those in long term space missions.  John has grown up in the Space Program , his parents are both NASA engineers at JSC in Houston, and he has had a lifelong interest in aviation , being a radio control model aircraft  pilot himself.  It is of note that John’s mentor for the project was Kat Garcia, an ultrasound specialist and scientist at KRB Wyle/JSC who is a previous YIA winner.   Dr. Suffredini is currently a resident in Internal medicine at the University of Kentucky , and  plans to return home to work in the space program at JSC where he will specialize in Space Cardiology!
   The first runner up is Sherrie A. Hall PhD, an  Aerospace Engineer from MIT.  She presented a paper entitled:  “The Effect of Human-Machine Interface Degrees of Freedom on Performance in Space Telerobotics”.     The second runner up is  Shane  C. Walker MD,PhD ,  who just completed his MD at UCFS, working with UTMB and NASA JSC - His  paper is titled :  “  Oxygen Exposures in NASA’s Neutral Buoyancy Lab, a 20 Year Experience with Comparison to NOAA oxygen toxicity limit”. Honorable Mention went to Christopher  Haas MD from the Center for Space Medicine at Baylor College of Medicine – Chris is an incoming UTMB resident. 
Additional Finalists include:   Eric Friedman MD , an NIH Fellow from Eastern Virginia Medical School; Robert Filler MD , a general surgeon and Navy Flight Surgeon from South Carolina.; Waddaa Redha MD from George Washington University in DC;  Wing Commander Ashu Chandra MBBS, MD, from the Indian Air Force; Diederik de Rooy LLM,MD,PhD  , a lawyer and Psychiatrist from the Netherlands;  Danyal M. Fer MD a surgeon from UCSF, in collaboration with KBR Wyle at JSC; and Captain Brooke Organ DO,  USAF Laughlin AFB Texas. 
While  another memorable meeting draws to a close, former Young Investigator  Alex Garbino wins the Ward Award and becomes an AsMA Vice President, former Young investigators Chuck Mathers and Cathy Dibiase are elected as AsMA Fellows,  and a new generation of Young Investigators continues to make their mark toward the challenges of Space Exploration.  Remember, If you want to do more than just exist, you must have a dream.  Dream well and make a difference.    
  K. Jeffrey Myers MD

