THE YOUNG INVESTIGATORS AWARD

 The Young Investigators Award is a competition intended for those making their first major efforts into Aerospace Medicine Research.  

To compete for this award, contestants must be making their first presentation of a scientific paper or poster at an AsMA meeting (excluding cases presented at Grand Rounds as a student resident); they must appear as first author on the paper; and they must prepare and submit a manuscript for judging.  Finalists compete in a second phase of competition at the AsMA Meeting involving further evaluation of their presentation and interviews.  

The potential applicability of the findings to Space Medicine and the degree of involvement of the student in the project are major considerations.  

The finalists in this years’ competition, selected from 197 contestants, are richly talented and diversified.  (listed later in this article).

The winner of the 2006 SMA YIA is Cadet 1st Class Donald T.  “Tommy” Aretz .. .  His paper is entitled ”.  The Effects of Tactile and Visual Feedback on UAV Landings” .  Tommy   is majoring in Human Factors at the USAF Academy where he is the top ranking Cadet in his class.  Human Factors play an ever increasing role in spacecraft and mission design.  The challenges of  even designing, much less flying an unmanned aerial  vehicle  on another world are daunting.  But it is our job to be forward thinking.  An Astronaut utilizing a UAV to help  plan and prioritize  his/ her exploration of a new world, would likely benefit from such an adaptation.   Cadet Aretz put in many hours on this project, even in addition to the staggering demands the Academy places upon its students.  His instructors  report that Tommy spent more time in the laboratory than any of the other Cadets.  These kinds of efforts have come to characterize the Young Investigator Award.

The first runner up is Capt. Miranda Hancock, from  the Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences in Bethesda Maryland. Her paper is entitled :”The Effects of Changing the Maximum Altitude from 43,000 to 35,000 feet in USAF Altitude Chamber Training”. The other finalists include: Wen-Chin Li , a PhD candidate at Cranfield University, United Kingdom, (he is on sabbatical from Taiwan); Lt. Trina Gates, Naval Aerospace Medicine Institute, Pensacola,FL;   Jannemiek Sonneveld,  an Optomitrist from the Royal Netherlands Air Force;  Yoshitaka Sada PhD, Aeromedical Laboratory,  Japan Air Self-Defense Force, and Robert Sanders MD University of Pittsburg, in collaboration with the National Space Biomedical Research Institute/ NASA Johnson Space Center.  

I would like to thank the members of the YIA committee (without whom this competition would not be possible!):  Drs John Darwood  , Lloyd Tripp, Smith Johnston,   Rich McCluskey, Art Arnold, Lu Moreno, and Vernon McDonald .

This year  something very special happened with regard to my involvement  with the YIA.  As you are aware,  I have been doing this a number of years.  It is a great reward to watch these Young Investigators grow within our organization as they continue to make contributions to our science.   Just this meeting, LCDR Deborah White, PhD,  was elected an AsMA  Fellow.  LCDR White was one of the very first Young Investigators I had the privilege of working with in this competition;  and I believe the very first from any  competition I coordinated to make Fellow.    She is certainly a keen example of how Young Investigators become our future !  Congratulations to her  and to all the Young Investigators making their way in the Aerospace world!
K. Jeffrey Myers MD

