THE YOUNG INVESTIGATORS AWARD

 The Young Investigators Award is a competition intended for those making their first major efforts into Aerospace Medicine Research.  

To compete for this award, contestants must me making their first presentation of a paper or poster at an AsMA meeting (excluding cases presented at Grand Rounds as a student resident); they must appear as first author on the paper; and the must prepare and submit a manuscript for judging.  Finalists compete in a second phase of competition at the AsMA Meeting involving further evaluation of their presentation and interviews.  

The potential applicability of the findings to Space Medicine and the degree of involvement of the student in the project are major considerations.  

The finalists in this years’ competition, selected from 143 contestants, are a highly qualified and diversified group.  (listed later in this article).

The winner of the 2002 SMB YIA is Sophie Lalande B. Sc..  Ms. Lalande is truly a young investigator, new to the field of Aerospace Research.  She has begun her foray into this realm with work on the Masters thesis at the University of Toronto in the laboratory of the Defence and Civil Institute of Environmental Medicine.  The paper is entitled “ Improved +Gz Tolerance in Acute, Repetitive Exposures To Acceleration”.  Dr. Fred Buick is co –author.   The project provided new findings into the effects of short pause duration G profiles which may be useful to fighter pilots during high G maneuvers ( leading to improved countermeasures).    A possible benefit to Space Medicine includes improved insight into the function of the baroceptor reflexes and subsequent improved cardiovascular countermeasures for space travelers.  Sophie  already has an interest in this area which naturally stems from her work in acceleration research; she hopes to explore this in the future.    She and all of the YIA 2002 finalists, talented, diverse and dedicated…..represent the future of AsMA!

The first runner up was Stevan Gilmore, MD
, a UTMB( Univ. Texas Medical Branch Aerospace resident),WSU(Wright State Univ. Dept. Emergency Med), and  NASA/ Johnson Space Center. The title was “Physiologic Effects of Simulated Orbital Re-entry in Hemorrhagic Shock Modeled Primates”.  The 2nd runnerup was NevaCiftcioglu PhD,  NASA/JSC and Univ.of Kuopio Finland. The paper was entitled “Characteristics,Detection and Medical Importance of Novel Self-Replicating Particles, ‘ Nanobacteria’ ”.  The other finalists included:  John Dornhoffer MD, Univ. Arkansas; Narinder Taneja, MBBS, MD, Univ. Illinois Human Factors Div.; Ioannis Markou, MD, Greece; Nikolaos Melas MD, Greece; Vipin Sharma MD, India;Punita Dattani MD, India;  Gina Adam PhD, US Army Research Lab; Brian McCrary DO, San Antonio TX,  Walter Dalitsch, MD Naval Aerospace Medical Institute; and Maia Larios,  Univ. Houston TX.  I would like to thank the members of the committee:  Drs John Darwood , Art Arnold , Lloyd Tripp, Smith Johnston, and Rich McCluskey.
