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Demographics





There are 289 members currently in the Space Medicine Branch (SMB) as of October 8, 1996.  There have been 11 new members in 1996 to date.  There has been a decrease of 29 members in the past year due to purging of the delinquents and several Branch members who are no longer Aerospace Medical Association (AsMA) members.  The current balance of the Branch is $4,313.06.





Awards/News/Activities





The 45th Annual SMB Business Luncheon occurred at the Atlanta Hilton Hotel in Atlanta, Georgia at 12:00 noon on May 9, 1996.  The Branch’s Strughold Award was presented by our Awards Committee to Dr. Norman Thagard, astronaut, for his recent excellent work in aerospace medicine onboard the 


Mir-18 Russian space station.  Also during the luncheon the Awards Committee presented Dr. Chrysoula Kourtidou with the Branch’s Young Investigator Award for her paper entitled  “Hypoxia Induced Alterations in EEG and Continuous Task Performances at High Altitude.”  The SMB received 80 abstracts for consideration of this award of which 11 finalists and one winner were chosen.  





The invited speakers at the SMB’s annual business luncheon were Dr’s Michael Barratt and David Ward who spoke about their pioneering work in setting up and providing medical coverage of the U.S. astronauts training in Russia.  





The emblem of the Space Medicine Branch was made into a four-inch diameter color patch in which one has been flown on a Space Shuttle mission last year.  The patches were for sale during the AsMA meeting and have also been made available to purchase throughout the year through the secretary/treasurer.  Sales of the patch helped to defray the cost of the Branch’s business luncheon.





A SMB resolution supporting human space flight travel was passed in the AsMA Council Meeting and in the AsMA Business Luncheon this past year.  





Scientific Program





The SMB sponsored four panel sessions at the 1996 Scientific Program Meeting this year on Tuesday May 7 and Wednesday May 8.   The panels were “Shuttle-Mir Science Program,” chaired by Dr. R. Billica and Dr. P. Whitson, “Advances in Operational Space Medicine,” chaired by Dr. R. Billica and Dr. S. Johnston, “Lower Body Negative Pressure: Counterfeit or Countermeasure,” chaired by Dr. W. Hoffler, and “Medical Applications of Space Life Sciences Research and Technology,” chaired by Dr. J. Vernikos and Dr. G. Schmidt.  





Items Requiring Council Action





None 
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