Thor Chronology



1955 December 1 - . LV Family: Delta. Launch Vehicle: Thor. 

· Missile programs get highest priority. - . Nation: USA. Related Persons: Eisenhower. Summary: President Eisenhower assigned highest priority to ICBM and Thor and Jupiter IRBM programs.. 



1956 August 27 - . LV Family: Delta. Launch Vehicle: Thor. 

· Thor engine first static test. - . Nation: USA. Summary: First static firing of Thor rocket engine at AFFTC, Edwards AFB.. 



1957 November 27 - . LV Family: Delta. Launch Vehicle: Thor. 

· Thor and Jupiter IRBM's ordered into production. - . Nation: USA. Summary: Thor and Jupiter IRBM's ordered into production for ultimate deployment by the USAF.. 



1958 January 1 - . LV Family: Delta. Launch Vehicle: Thor. 

· Thor put into operational service. - . Nation: USA. Summary: Strategic Air Command assigned responsibility for U.S. operational ICBM capability; while the 672nd Strategic Missile Squadron, first to be equipped with USAF Douglas Thor IRBM, was activated.. 



1961 October 13 - . LV Family: Delta. Launch Vehicle: Thor. 

· Thor 100th launch. - . Nation: USA. Summary: Discoverer XXXII was placed into polar orbit; its capsule contained components of USAF satellite systems. This marked the 100th successful firing of the Thor booster rocket.. 



1962 June 8 - . Launch Site: Vandenberg. LV Family: Delta. Launch Vehicle: Thor. 

· Last launch of a Thor IRBM from Vandenberg - . Nation: USA. Summary: Last launch of a Thor IRBM from Vandenberg. (First launch and first missile fired from Vandenberg AFB on 16 December 1958.). 



1964 June - . LV Family: Delta. Launch Vehicle: Thor. LV Configuration: Thor LV-2D. 

· Program 437 ASAT declared operational. - . Nation: USA. Spacecraft: Program 437. Summary: The system had a two week reaction time - the missiles and nuclear warheads were stored in kits at Vandenberg and had to be deployed to the Johnson Atoll launch site.. 



1966 March 30 - . Launch Site: Vandenberg. LV Family: Delta. Launch Vehicle: Thor. 

· Final mission of the Thor/Altair from Vandenberg - . Nation: USA. Summary: Final mission of the Thor/Altair from Vandenberg AFB (first launch on 18 January 1965).. 

