Atlas Chronology



1946 January 11 - . LV Family: Atlas. Launch Vehicle: Atlas. 

· Strategic Missile Proposals - . Nation: USA. Bids were received in response to the USAAF request for proposal of the previous October. Vultee submitted proposals for two types (glide and ballistic) of 8000-km range missiles. North American proposed a three-year development program for a supersonic 800-km range missile, culminating in a production run of 50 missiles.



1946 April 2 - . LV Family: Atlas. Launch Vehicle: Atlas. 

· MX-774 strategic missile study contract awarded - . Nation: USA. Summary: Convair received contract W33-038-AC-14168 for a $1.4 million, one-year study of two missile designs.. 



1946 December - . LV Family: Atlas. Launch Vehicle: Atlas. 

· MX-774 Azusa tracking - . Nation: USA. Summary: Study report submitted to Air Force on proposed Azusa tracking/guidance system. MX-774 funding cut back.. 



Early 1947 - . LV Family: Atlas. Launch Vehicle: Atlas. 

· MX-774 Azusa tracking tests - . Nation: USA. Summary: Tracking tests started with experimental Azusa equipment. 



1947 July 1 - . LV Family: Atlas. Launch Vehicle: Atlas. 

· MX-774 cancelled. - . Nation: USA. Contract with Convair for the MX-774 "Upper Air Test Vehicle," predecessor of the Atlas ICBM, was cancelled by the AAF. However the service approves Convair use of unexpended MX-774 funds to launch the MX-774 test vehicles already built. The decision made to move Vultee operations to San Diego.



1947 October - . LV Family: Atlas. Launch Vehicle: Atlas. 

· First complete MX-774 moved to Pt. Loma for test - . Nation: USA. 



1947 November 20 - . LV Family: Atlas. Launch Vehicle: Atlas. 

· First static firing of MX-774 - . Nation: USA. Summary: Unsuccessful, small fire.. 



1948 January - . LV Family: Atlas. Launch Vehicle: Atlas. 

· Second MX-774 static firing - . Nation: USA. Summary: Successful, at Point Loma.. 



1948 May 6 - . LV Family: Atlas. Launch Vehicle: Atlas. 

· MX-774 static firing tests at Pt Loma completed. - . Nation: USA. 



1948 June - . LV Family: Atlas. Launch Vehicle: Atlas. 

· First MX-774 arrives at White Sands Proving Ground - . Nation: USA. 



1949 February - . LV Family: Atlas. Launch Vehicle: Atlas. 

· All MX-774 work shut off by Air Force - . Nation: USA. 



During 1949 - . LV Family: Atlas. Launch Vehicle: Atlas. 

· MX-774 unexpended funds run out in 1950. - . Nation: USA. Summary: Convair allocated R&D funds to ICBM studies and marketing, running into 1950. 



1965 March 25 - . LV Family: Atlas. Launch Vehicle: Atlas. 

· Six Atlas squadrons deactivated. - . Nation: USA. Summary: Forbes AFB SMS 548, Warren-3 AFB SMS 549, Altus AFB SMS 577, Dyess AFB SMS 578, Walker AFB SMS 579, and Plattsburgh AFB SMS 556 all deactivated. 



1965 June 25 - . LV Family: Atlas. Launch Vehicle: Atlas. 

· Three Atlas squadrons deactivated. - . Nation: USA. Summary: Fairchild AFB SMS 567, Schilling AFB SMS 550, and Lincoln AFB SMS 551 all deactivated. 



1995 June 16 - . LV Family: Atlas. Launch Vehicle: Atlas. 

· General Dynamics Space Division bought by Martin - . Nation: USA. 



1995 June 17 - . LV Family: Atlas. Launch Vehicle: Atlas. 

· Lockheed Aircraft Corporation merged with Martin to form Lockheed Martin - . Nation: USA. Summary: Atlas assembly line moved from Kearney Mesa, California, to Littleton, Colorado. 



1995 September 27 - . LV Family: Atlas. Launch Vehicle: Atlas. 

· Final Atlas produced in California. - . Nation: USA. Summary: Ceremony commemorating final Atlas (AC-126) produced at Kearny Mesa plant. 

