Dyna-Soar Chronology



1958 June 16 - . LV Family: Titan. Launch Vehicle: Titan. 

· Dynasoar Phase I contracts announced. - . Nation: USA. Class: Manned. Type: Manned spaceplane. Spacecraft: Dynasoar. Phase I contracts for the Dyna-Soar boost-glide orbital spacecraft are awarded by the USAF to two teams of contractors: one headed by Boeing (Aerojet, General Electric, Ramo-Wooldridge, North American, and Chance Vought), and one headed by Martin (Bell, American Machine & Foundry, Bendix, Goodyear, and Minneapolis-Honeywell). Under the $ 9 million one-year contracts each team was to refine its design, leading to a competitive down-select.



1959 June 1 - . LV Family: Titan. Launch Vehicle: Titan. 

· Dyna-Soar contractors Boeing and Martin selected. - . Nation: USA. Spacecraft: Dynasoar. The Dyna-Soar source selection board completed its evaluation of the proposals of the Boeing Airplane Company and the Martin Company. The board recommended the development of the Boeing glider but also favored the employment of the orbtal Titan C booster offered by Martin.



1960 June 8 - . LV Family: Titan. Launch Vehicle: Titan. 

· Martin to develop the Dyna-Soar booster airframe. - . Nation: USA. Spacecraft: Dynasoar. Summary: The Air Force gave the Martin Company responsibility for the development of the Dyna-Soar booster airframe.. 



1960 June 27 - . LV Family: Titan. Launch Vehicle: Titan. 

· Aero-Jet to develop booster engines for the Dyna-Soar system. - . Nation: USA. Spacecraft: Dynasoar. Summary: The Air Force authorized the Aero-Jet General Corporation to develop booster engines for the Dyna-Soar system.. 



1960 November 28 - . LV Family: Titan. Launch Vehicle: Titan. 

· Titan II instead of Titan I for Dyna-Soar. - . Nation: USA. Spacecraft: Dynasoar. Summary: The Assistant Secretary of the Air Force requested ARDC to examine the feasiblity of employing Titan II instead of Titan I for Dyna-Soar suborbital flights.. 



1961 January 12 - . LV Family: Titan. Launch Vehicle: Titan. 

· Titan II to be the Dyna-Soar suborbital Step I booster. - . Nation: USA. Spacecraft: Dynasoar. Summary: Air Force headquarters announced that Titan II would be the suborbital Step I booster.. 



1961 December 5 - . LV Family: Titan. Launch Vehicle: Titan. 

· Recommendation that the weapon system of the Titan II, with minimal modifications, be approved for the Mercury Mark II rendezvous mission. - . Nation: USA. Related Persons: McNamara. Spacecraft: Gemini. On the basis of a report of the Large Launch Vehicle Planning Group, Robert C. Seamans, Jr., NASA Associate Administrator, and John H. Rubel, Department of Defense Deputy Director for Defense Research and Engineering, recommended to Secretary of Defense Robert S. McNamara that the weapon system of the Titan II, with minimal modifications, be approved for the Mercury Mark II rendezvous mission. The planning group had first met in August 1961 to survey the Nation's launch vehicle program and was recalled in November to consider Titan II, Titan II-1/2, and Titan III. On November 16, McNamara and NASA Administrator James E. Webb had also begun discussing the use of Titan II. 

