Captain Mark Edwards MC, USN (FS)

Captain Edwards was born and raised in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He graduated from the University of Pennsylvania with a BA in Biology.  He joined the Navy, completed the Aviation Officer Candidate School, and was a Student Naval Aviator.  While in the jet pipeline, Captain Edwards was accepted to medical school and requested to become a dual designator.  No official program existed at the time, so he pursued medicine. He graduated from Jefferson Medical College in Philadelphia and completed a Family Practice internship at the Naval Hospital Pensacola.  He was designated a Naval Flight Surgeon after training at the Naval Aerospace Medical Institute in Pensacola, FL.  CAPT Edwards’ first tour was with the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing in Iwakuni, Japan as the Senior Wing Medical Officer.

Captain Edwards completed an Emergency Medicine Residency at Los Angeles County / University of Southern California Medical Center. He returned to Japan as Head of the Emergency Department at Naval Hospital Okinawa Japan.  Captain Edwards received a Masters of Science degree in Aerospace Medicine from Wright State University in Dayton, OH and completed a residency in Aerospace Medicine at the Naval Aerospace Medical Institute in Pensacola FL.  He served as Senior Medical Officer aboard the aircraft carrier USS Independence in Yokosuka, Japan, and deployed to Operation Southern Watch.  Captain Edwards transferred to Naval Medical Center San Diego as part of the Emergency Department residency teaching staff. He returned to the Marines as Wing Surgeon for 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing at Miramar in San Diego, CA, and deployed to Operation Iraqi Freedom I.  He pioneered a highly successful Casevac system, which saved 187 injured Marines on the front lines and is still used in Iraq today.  CAPT Edwards reported to Commander Naval Air Forces as Force Surgeon.  He set up the Navy Air Ambulance in Iraq, which is still saving lives in Iraq, and laid the foundation for Medevac in our fleets.  CAPT Edwards currently serves as Force Surgeon, Commander Naval Air Force Reserve, at Naval Air Station North Island in San Diego, CA.  

Captain Edwards is a member of the Aerospace Medical Association since 1986 and is an Associate Fellow.  He served on the following AsMA Committees: International, Nominating, Scientific Program and Resolutions. Captain Edwards is a lifetime member of the Society of US Naval Flight Surgeons, was President and a member of AsMA Council 2005-2006, and was on the Board of Directors 2006-2007.  As President, he combined separate Navy conferences for Carrier Medical Leaders, Residents in Aerospace Medicine, and Flight Surgeons into one, currently known as U.S. Navy Aeromedical Conference.  Captain Edwards is a member of the Space Medicine Association since 2003.  He is also a Fellow of the American College of Emergency Physicians.  His publications include “Airshow Disaster Plans” and “Anthropometric Measurements and Ejection Injuries” in J Av Sp Env Med, Dec 91 and Dec 96 respectively, and “Shipboard Impact of a Probable Norwalk Virus Outbreak from Coastal Japan” in Am J Tropical Med Hyg, Dec 99.   

