Michelle Christgen

Professional Background: Michelle Christgen is the Space Medicine Group

Manager for Wyle Integrated Science and Engineering. An alumnus of

Vanderbilt University, Michelle holds her Bachelor of Science in Molecular

Biology. She began her career as a researcher at University of Virginia and

M.D. Anderson Cancer Center focusing on developing treatments for

anaplastic thyroid carcinoma.

Hired by Wyle in 1999, Michelle has held positions of increasing levels of

responsibility, starting as a flight controller focusing on medical operations

for both the space shuttle and International Space Station programs. From

there she moved into overseeing Space Medicine training operations where

she helped design and identify innovative training techniques for astronauts

and ground crew. Michelle utilized her expertise in human spaceflight

operations to concentrate on the emerging commercial human spaceflight

market. During that time, she co-chaired the Commercial Space

Transportation Advisory Council (COMSTAC) Reusable Launch Vehicle (RLV)

working group Task Force on Training. As a part of this task force, Michelle

helped author the Commercial Human Space Operations Training Standards.

Experience:

Dec 2009 -- Present Wyle Houston, TX

Space Medicine Group Manager, Responsible for an annual budget of $32M,

Oversee 200 employees, Direct customer interface for NASA Space Medicine.

2008 – 2009 Wyle Houston, TX

Clinical Services Branch Project Lead/Serve as lead for Patient Data Flow

Committee/Instrumental in LSAH program and document

development/Develop branch and project SharePoint sites for increased

efficiency

2006–2008 Wyle Houston, TX

Operations Manager, Commercial Human Spaceflight/Performed duties as

Virgin Galactic Medical Program Manager/Developed Spaceflight Participant

Training Program/Served as COMSTAC Training Task Force alternate chair.

2004–2006 Wyle Houston, TX

Space Medicine Training Section Manager/Responsible for training staff,

budget, and schedules/Completed Flight Surgeon Certification

guides/Completed written lesson plans for all crew classes.

1999–2004 Wyle Houston, TX

Shuttle BME; Lead Training/Shuttle Operations/Responsible for all BME

training operations/Developed training plan to transition ISS BME to FCRposition/Implemented BME performance feedback process during

simulations.

Education:

1992–1996 Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN / B.S., Molecular Biology.

Interests:

Wyle National Management Association -President 2010, Vice President 2008

& 2009

Flying / Travel

Awards:

Silver Snoopy-NASA / Excellence in Management / NMA Manager of the Year

Civic Activities:

Young Life Leader / High Schools United with NASA-Clear Creek ISD, HUNCH

program / Wyle Community Service Committee Member

Organizational Responsibilities:

Certified project management instructor for Kepner-Tregoe project

management leadership development institute
