THE SMA JM YOUNG INVESTIGATORS AWARD   -  2014
 The Space Medicine Association Jeff Myers Young Investigators Award is a competition intended for those making their first major efforts into Aerospace Medicine Research.  

To compete for this award, contestants must be making their first presentation of a scientific paper or poster at an AsMA meeting (excluding cases presented at Grand Rounds as a student resident); they must appear as first author on the paper; and the must prepare and submit a manuscript for judging.  Finalists compete in a second phase of competition at the AsMA Meeting involving further evaluation of their presentation and interviews.  

The potential applicability of the findings to Space Medicine and the degree of involvement of the student in the project are major considerations.    The finalists in this years’ competition, selected from a near record 205 potential contestants, are richly talented and diversified.  (listed later in this article).

The winner of the 2014 SMA JM YIA is Robert A. Mulcahy MD  .  His paper is entitled ”Subject Anxiety and Psychological Considerations for Centrifuge-Simulated Suborbital Spaceflight ” .   The paper underscores the importance of addressing psychological concerns at an early stage of the flight preparation as well as early in the program itself.  Robert, who has the nickname ‘ Father Mulcahy’ from the MASH TV series, began his interest in Space Exploration at a young age when his grandparents took him to see the Kennedy Space Center.  Later he attended Rice University , the site of  president Kennedy’s famous speech challenging us to ‘go to the moon’; there he graduated with a degree in chemical engineering.  Robert then went to UTMB medical school and is now a resident in the combined Aerospace Med/Internal Med program at UTMB.  The UTMB research team under the guidance of Dr.s Vanderploeg, Jennings and now Castleberry have taken the bold step of including subjects with a wide range of underlying pathophysiologies in their study populations to better predict and quantify the risks of spaceflight in a broader range of spaceflight participants.  This has provided a  valuable development opportunity for a number of Young Investigators in recent years.   
   The first runner up is Jessica Cruit , a PhD candidate with several degrees in Psychology and Human Factors from both Embry –Riddle Aeronautical University Daytona Beach , FL  and the University of Central Florida in Orlando.  Her paper is entitled:  “An Analysis of Past Mishaps to Consider Live-Virtual-Constructive Safety”  and was written in collaboration with the Naval Air Warfare Training Systems Division in Orlando FL. The second runner up is Alicia Chacon, a third year Optometry student from the Rosenberg school of Optometry in San Antonio TX.  Her paper was titled :  “  Quantification of Color Vision on Windows 8 Tablet Displays”.  Young Hyo Kim MD PhD of Inhal University in Incheon South Korea , received Honorable Mention for his paper entitled “Acute Exposure to Hypergravity Could Induce Allergic Immune Response in a Murine Model of Allergic Asthma”.   I would like to thank the members of the YIA committee:  John Darwood, Lloyd Tripp, Smith Johnston, Julie Sundstrom, Dwight Holland, and Cathy Dibiase .    
While  another memorable meeting draws to a close, former YIA winner Phil Scarpa assumes the office of AsMA President, former YIA runner up Charles Mathers becomes the deputy director of the UTMB Aerospace residency program,   and a new generation of Young Investigators begins to make their mark toward the challenges of Space Exploration.  Remember,  If you want to do more than just exist, you must have a dream.        
 K. Jeffrey Myers MD

