THE SMA JM YOUNG INVESTIGATORS AWARD

 The Space Medicine Association Jeff Myers Young Investigators Award is a competition intended for those making their first major efforts into Aerospace Medicine Research.  

To compete for this award, contestants must be making their first presentation of a scientific paper or poster at an AsMA meeting (excluding cases presented at Grand Rounds as a student resident); they must appear as first author on the paper; and the must prepare and submit a manuscript for judging.  Finalists compete in a second phase of competition at the AsMA Meeting involving further evaluation of their presentation and interviews.  

The potential applicability of the findings to Space Medicine and the degree of involvement of the student in the project are major considerations.    The finalists in this years’ competition, selected from 165 potential contestants, are richly talented and diversified.  (listed later in this article).

The winner of the 2015 SMA JM YIA is Dujuan Sevillian  .  His paper is entitled ”Flight Deck Engineering: the Impact of flight Deck Crew Alerting and Information Systems on  English as a Second Language Flight Crew Performance.” .   Earning the trust and cooperation of his pilot test subjects was the most daunting task Dujuan had to overcome.  As a pilot himself, he understood their perspective and was able to convince them that he had their best interest at heart -   a universal Flight Surgeon’s principle.    The paper underscores the importance of addressing differences in language and nationality between the potential flight crews during the design of the flight deck and in training of these crews.  Of course, for some time Cosmonauts and Astronauts from different nations and with different native languages have had to adapt to each other’s spacecraft and systems.  As we move forward and more nations and cultures become active in the space community this will remain an important consideration in optimizing safety and insuring mission success.  Growing up in Atlanta, Dujuan  became interested in Aviation while studying Physics in high school. Motivated by his dreams  to someday work in the Aerospace industry, he earned his bachelors and masters degrees at Embry Riddle University in Daytona Beach, also earning his private  pilot’s license, while working 2 jobs to support himself.  He now works full time at Boeing while working fulltime toward his PhD in Human Factors at Cranfield University in Seattle.  He is living the Dream!  
   The first runner up is Dr.  Lisa Brown, a surgery resident from New Zealand working toward a PhD in surgery at Oxford University in the UK.  She presented two papers entitled:  “Pulmonary Hypertension in Airline Passengers”  , and “ The feasibility of Surgical Percutaneous Drain Use in Microgravity ”   Lisa just so happens to also be an accomplished Triathlete,   finishing  third in the recent New Zealand Triathlon.  The second runner up is Wing Commander Prateek Kinra, a squadron physician in the Indian Air Force at Bangalore India.  His paper is titled :  “  A Study of Simulated Microgravity on Immunilogical Parameters ( T-Cells)”.  Adil Ahmed a medical student at the Baylor College of Medicine working with the Center for Space Medicine in Houston, received Honorable Mention for his paper entitled “ Diabetes Mellitus- a Novel Analogue Environment to Assess Immune Dysfunction in Microgravity.”

 I would like to thank the members of the YIA committee:  John Darwood, Lloyd Tripp, Smith Johnston, Julie Sundstrom, Jeff Jones, and Cathy Dibiase .    
While  another memorable meeting draws to a close, former YIA winner Phil Scarpa completes his tour in the office of AsMA President, former YIA winner Rebecca Blue wins the Tuttle Award ,   former YIA finalist Babak Alagha is selected as a member  of the Board of Aerospace Physiology,  and a new generation of Young Investigators continues to make their mark toward the challenges of Space Exploration.  Remember,  If you want to do more than just exist, you must have a dream.  Dream well and make a difference.      
 K. Jeffrey Myers MD

