THE YOUNG INVESTIGATORS AWARD

 The Young Investigators Award is a competition intended for those making their first major efforts into Aerospace Medicine Research.  

To compete for this award, contestants must me making their first presentation of a paper or poster at an AsMA meeting (excluding cases presented at Grand Rounds as a student resident); they must appear as first author on the paper; and the must prepare and submit a manuscript for judging.  Finalists compete in a second phase of competition at the AsMA Meeting involving further evaluation of their presentation and interviews.  

The potential applicability of the findings to Space Medicine and the degree of involvement of the student in the project are major considerations.  

The finalists in this years’ competition, selected from 149 contestants, are a highly qualified and diversified group.  (listed later in this article).

The winner of the 2001 SBA YIA is Andrew Kirkpatrick, M.D.  Dr. Kirkpatrick pursued his project with Wyle Life Sciences and the Space Life Sciences Directorate at NASA Johnson Space Center in Houston while completing a general surgery residency in Vancouver and training as a reserve flight surgeon in the Canadian Air Force.  In addition to undoubtedly racking up huge amounts of frequent flyer miles, and becoming a Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons in Canada, he learned first-hand about the potentially frustrating logistics facing Aerospace Medicine researchers every day.  Far from being frustrated, he demonstrated innovation not only in the conduct of his experiment, but also in scheduling of resources (including himself), and international cooperation.  He was able to demonstrate a capability, using ultrasonic guidance, to drain abscesses or other fluid collections in a weightless analog environment.

This technique could prove cost saving, mission saving, and lifesaving by avoiding medevacs, mission aborts, more serious surgery, and even death.  Dr. Kirkpatrick and his work have encompassed the spirit and intent of the Young Investigator Award.   He and all of the YIA 2001 finalists, talented, diverse and dedicated…..provide a glimpse into a very promising future for our organizations.

YOUNG INVESTIGATOR AWARD FINALISTS

1st Runner Up

Robert Haddon, MD
,WSU(Wright State Univ.Aerospace Med Residency Program) and the  Cleveland Clinic




“Airborne Microbe Exposure in the Normal Operation of a Hypebaric Chamber”

2nd Runner Up:
Major Michelle Bryce DO
, USAF SAM (Resident Aerospace Med- Air Force RAM)




“A procedure for Choosing Lumbar Supports”

Other Finalists:
Gregory Steinbach, PhD

Univ California, San Diego

Zhang YanGe, MD, PhD

Peoples’Republic of China




Caroline Rickards PhD Scholar
Australia




Kunihiko Tanaka PhD

Univ California, San Diego




Virgilio Giovanni, MD

Italy

LTC  Monica Gorbandt MD
NAMI(Naval Aerospace Medical Institute), Pensacola




Major Karen Heupel MD

Shaw AFB SC




Carlos Zagalo MD


Portugal








Paula Gomez-Ferreira DVM 

Portugal








Ms. Ana Pedrosa


Portugal










Sarita Dara, MB


India




Lt. Merrill Rice MD


NAMI Pensacola




Gene Delaune MD


GeorgeWashington University, DC




Henry Duh PhD(candidate)

Univ Washington, Seattle
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