THE SMA JM YOUNG INVESTIGATORS AWARD

 The Space Medicine Association Jeff Myers Young Investigators Award is a competition intended for those making their first major efforts into Aerospace Medicine Research.  

To compete for this award, contestants must be making their first presentation of a scientific paper or poster at an AsMA meeting (excluding cases presented at Grand Rounds as a student resident); they must appear as first author on the paper; and the must prepare and submit a manuscript for judging.  Finalists compete in a second phase of competition at the AsMA Meeting involving further evaluation of their presentation and interviews.  

The potential applicability of the findings to Space Medicine and the degree of involvement of the student in the project are major considerations.   I would like to thank the members of the YIA committee:  John Darwood, Lloyd Tripp,  Cathy Dibiase,  Tom Hoffman,  and Steve Guyton.    

 The finalists in this years’ competition, selected from 163 potential contestants, are richly talented and diversified.  (listed later in this article).

The winner of the 2018 SMA JM YIA is Jeremy Sieker.  His paper is entitled “ Assessing the Completeness of Medical Data in the Lifetime Surveillance of Astronaut Health” .  This data is , of course,  very important to us in helping to chart our course forward in Space Exploration.  Jeremy has nurtured an interest in the Space program from an early age, since his grandfather  worked on the Saturn V and his uncle was a U2 pilot.   He is  a skydiver and is working on his pilot’s license.   Jeremy completed this project as an undergraduate intern in the USBRI  - NASA JSC program working also with KBR Wyle .  His mentor on this project , Mary van Baalen PhD won the SNFS Lovelace Award  this year.  Jeremy is currently a student in the MD/PhD program at UC San Diego,  and  plans to later pursue an Aerospace Medicine residency. 
   The first runner up is  Capt. Craig Nowadly MD , an  AF Academy grad now in Emergency Medicine residency at Travis AFB/UC Davis, and mentored by former YIA winner Rebecca Blue MD .  He presented a paper entitled:  “A preliminary Study of US Air Force Pilot Perceptions of the Pilot-Flight Surgeon Relationship”.     The second runner up is  Christopher Dooley, a Biomedical Engineer  from the USAF Research Laboratory at WPAFB.  His  paper is titled :  “ Viability of Pulse Oximetry in Modern Airframes”. Honorable Mention went to Sheyna Gifford MD from Washington University St. Louis School of Medicine . Sheyna just completed a one year mission as a crewmember of the High Seas  biodome Mars simulation habitat. 
Additional Finalists include:   Mathias Aebi , a PhD candidate  from the University of Lausanne Switzerland , in collaboration with the Swiss AF;       LCDR Seunghwan Shin PhD ,  Korean Air Force Academy ( formerly also with the Korean Naval Academy);     Capt. Liang Jie Cheock MBBS ,Singapore  Air Force;   and LCDR Gabriel Gizaw  MD,  a  NAMI  RAM at  Pensacola FL . 
While  another memorable meeting draws to a close, former Young Investigator  Rahul Surese wins the Ward Award, former Young investigators Alex Garbino and Carla Ledderhaus are elected as AsMA Fellows,  and a new generation of Young Investigators continues to make their mark toward the challenges of Space Exploration.  Remember,  If you want to do more than just exist, you must have a dream.  Dream well and make a difference.    
  K. Jeffrey Myers MD

