PROPOSED RESOLUTION


(Space Medicine Branch)





STATEMENT OF THE ISSUE: In February 1984, the President issued an Executive Order assigning the Department of Transportation (DOT) as the lead Federal Agency for the oversight of all commercial space launch operations in the United States. The Commercial Space Launch Act of October 30, 1984 was enacted by Congress to give DOT the necessary authority to regulate all commercial space launch operations in the United States. The Office of Commercial Space Transportation (OCST) was established in the DOT in 1984 to develop safety and regulatory requirements for commercial space launch license applicants. On November 16, 1995 the Secretary of Transportation delegated to the FAA the responsibility to license and regulate all U.S. commercial space launch activities to ensure that they are conducted safely and responsibly, and to promote, encourage, and facilitate commercial space transportation. This regulatory oversight includes commercial launch sites, commercial launch vehicles, and the payloads launched aboard these vehicles; including retrievable materials processing, re-entry systems, non-government research activities and many other, as yet unforeseen, commercial space systems. Within the FAA, the OCST is tasked with carrying out this responsibility consistent with public health and safety, safety of property, and the national security and foreign policy interest of the United States. 





Whereas: The DOT/FAA is responsible for the licensing, facilitation, and promotion of U.S. commercial space operations as set forth in the Commercial Space Launch Act of 1984 (as amended) and Executive Order 12645. 





Whereas: NASA is responsible for missions that require human presence or other unique Shuttle capabilities (including the next generation of reusable launch systems), or where use of the Shuttle is determined to be important for national security, foreign policy, or other compelling purposes, its operational mandate does not have the same licensing authority as the DOT/FAA.





Whereas: The establishment of the "X Price Foundation" on May 18, 1996, is stimulating the development of commercial space tourism by offering a $10,000,000 U.S. cash prize to the first private team to build and fly (two consecutive flights) a reusable spaceship capable of carrying three individuals on a sub-orbital flight (100 km minimum altitude).





Whereas: it is reasonable to expect that U.S. commercial aerospace operations in the near future will involve the transport of human crews and passengers during sub-orbital and orbital flights.





Therefore be it resolved: That the Aerospace Medical Association recognizes the need to develop appropriate U.S. Federal policies, procedures, guidelines, and regulations to ensure the health and safety of human beings (crewmembers and passengers) who will be involved in manned commercial aerospace flights in the near future. 








