PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL MESSAGE

The trees are starting to bloom in the lowlands and the snow-skiing is getting tricky in the Virginia mountains by jumps over the bare spots, so it is time to write the traditional Annual President’s column.  It has been a real pleasure and privilege to serve our beloved Branch in this manner all year.  As I have written before in various places, including the ASMA Blue Journal, this year was a continuation of previous work endorsed by the SMB Executive Committee to do the following:

1. Improve our financial position through a variety of initiatives.

2. Apply for Not-for-Profit (tax exempt) 501(c)(3) status with the IRS, so that as our Treasury grows, the US Government will not be looking for taxes from us (see Genie Bopp’s Treasurer Report)
3. Get the Branch’s Website back on-line and enhanced (see Mark Campbell’s Report).

4. Continuing our service work, which means supporting younger members’ initiatives when possible, helping Jeff Myers with his team’s early very dedicated Young Investigator Award work, supporting panels that are particularly interesting, and running the Annual Strughold Award selection (led by Smith Johnston).

5. Others (outreach internationally, recording our history by Denise Baisden, updating our email/database system to a modern standard through Alan Moore’s efforts, created a more modern logo with Genie Bopp’s help, and provided scientific support in our specialty to AsMA, and the world over).

Looking to the future,  by the time you read this (if the membership has agreed to let us proceed with “fast-tracking” the IRS Tax-Exempt status), we will be in a better position financially as compared to the past.  A few years ago, I as Sec/Treas inherited a Treasury with more upcoming obligations than we had money in the bank, and now we are on track to have over $10,000 in the bank, with a set-aside of over $2,500 for a Young Investigator Award “endowment.  Our main contributors such as Wyle Laboratories, Kelsey-Sebold, Jeff Myers, and others have enabled this transformation—THANK YOU!
Reflecting the forward-thinking posture-- with special thanks to Genie Bopp and AsMA President-Elect Richard Jennings-- we are pleased to announce that the third “tourist” in Space (Dr Greg Olsen) will be our Annual Business Meeting and Luncheon Speaker.  He will provide an inspirational talk on the hurdles he overcame to get into space, and a glimpse at the future explosion in human spaceflight. 
Along these future-looking lines—there has been some discussion among the Executive Committee members through various forums with regard to our name—the Space Medicine Branch (see Mark Campbell’s Report for details and rationale).  In a “straw poll” so far among the SMB Executive Committee members, there was a sentiment to discuss a more modern name such as “Space Medicine Association” at the Executive Meeting this year, and if that passes an SMB Executive Committee vote in May, to put it to a larger membership vote at the Annual Business Meeting on Thursday in Orlando, FL.  To many that do not know us well, the term “Branch” in our name is archaic, and needs updating to reflect a more modern/future perspective.  To others, the term “Branch” is a very comfortable one.

No matter how all of this turns out, it has been a very productive one for the Space Medicine Branch--  I am honored to have carried the flag for a little while, and thank our previous SMB President Smith Johnston for his friendship and support, Genie Bopp for her never-ending help.  Also, my thanks to Phil Scarpa for his wise advice, and wish the next President (Jon Clark) all of the luck in the world.  
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