Timeline of Mars exploration
	Mission (1960–1969)
	Launch
	Arrival at Mars
	Termination
	Objective
	Result

	


Marsnik 1 (Mars 1960A)
	10 October 1960
	
	10 October 1960
	Flyby
	Launch failure

	

Marsnik 2 (Mars 1960B)
	14 October 1960
	
	14 October 1960
	Flyby
	Launch failure

	

Sputnik 22 (Mars 1962A)
	24 October 1962
	
	24 October 1962
	Flyby
	Broke up shortly after launch

	

Mars 1
	1 November 1962
	
	21 March 1963
	Flyby
	Some data collected, but lost contact before reaching Mars

	

Sputnik 24 (Mars 1962B)
	4 November 1962
	
	19 January 1963
	Lander
	Failed to leave Earth's orbit

	

Mariner 3
	5 November 1964
	
	5 November 1964
	Flyby
	Failure during launch ruined trajectory.

	

Mariner 4
	28 November 1964
	14 July 1965
	21 December 1967
	Flyby
	Success (first successful flyby)

	

Zond 2
	30 November 1964
	
	May 1965
	Flyby
	Lost contact

	

Mariner 6
	25 February 1969
	31 July 1969
	August 1969
	Flyby
	Success

	

Mariner 7
	27 March 1969
	5 August 1969
	August 1969
	Flyby
	Success

	

Mars 1969A
	27 March 1969
	
	27 March 1969
	Orbiter
	Launch failure

	

Mars 1969B
	2 April 1969
	
	2 April 1969
	Orbiter
	Launch failure

	Mission (1970–1989)
	Launch
	Arrival at Mars
	Termination
	Objective
	Result

	

Mariner 8
	8 May 1971
	
	8 May 1971
	Orbiter
	Launch failure

	

Cosmos 419 (Mars 1971C)
	10 May 1971
	
	12 May 1971
	Orbiter
	Launch failure

	

Mariner 9
	30 May 1971
	13 November 1971
	27 October 1972
	Orbiter
	Success (first successful orbit)

	

Mars 2
	19 May 1971
	27 November 1971
	22 August 1972
	Orbiter
	Success

	
	
	
	27 November 1971
	Lander / rover[13]
	Crashed on surface of Mars

	

Mars 3
	28 May 1971
	2 December 1971
	22 August 1972
	Orbiter
	Success

	
	
	
	2 December 1971
	Lander / rover[13]
	Partial Success. First successful landing; landed softly, but ceased transmission within 15 seconds.

	

Mars 4
	21 July 1973
	10 February 1974
	10 February 1974
	Orbiter
	Did not enter orbit, but made a close flyby

	

Mars 5
	25 July 1973
	2 February 1974
	21 February 1974
	Orbiter
	Partial success. Entered orbit, and returned data, but failed within 9 days

	

Mars 6
	5 August 1973
	12 March 1974
	12 March 1974
	Lander
	Partial success. Data returned during descent, but not after landing on Mars

	

Mars 7
	9 August 1973
	9 March 1974
	9 March 1974
	Lander
	Landing probe separated prematurely; entered heliocentric orbit.

	

Viking 1
	20 August 1975
	20 July 1976
	17 August 1980
	Orbiter
	Success

	
	
	
	13 November 1982
	Lander
	Success

	

Viking 2
	9 September 1975
	3 September 1976
	25 July 1978
	Orbiter
	Success

	
	
	
	11 April 1980
	Lander
	Success

	

Phobos 1
	7 July 1988
	
	2 September 1988
	Orbiter
	Contact lost while on route to Mars

	
	
	
	
	lander
	Not deployed

	

Phobos 2
	12 July 1988
	29 January 1989
	27 March 1989
	Orbiter
	Partial success: entered orbit and returned some data. Contact lost just before deployment of landers

	
	
	
	
	Landers
	Not deployed

	Mission (1990–1999)
	Launch
	Arrival at Mars
	Termination
	Objective
	Result

	

Mars Observer
	25 September 1992
	24 August 1993
	21 August 1993
	Orbiter
	Lost contact just before arrival

	

Mars Global Surveyor
	7 November 1996
	11 September 1997
	5 November 2006
	Orbiter
	Success

	

Mars 96
	16 November 1996
	
	17 November 1996
	Orbiter / landers
	Launch failure

	

Mars Pathfinder
	4 December 1996
	4 July 1997
	27 September 1997
	Lander / rover
	Success

	

Nozomi (Planet-B)
	3 July 1998
	
	9 December 2003
	Orbiter
	Complications while on route; Never entered orbit

	

Mars Climate Orbiter
	11 December 1998
	23 September 1999
	23 September 1999
	Orbiter
	Crashed on surface due to metric-imperial mix-up

	

Mars Polar Lander
	3 January 1999
	3 December 1999
	3 December 1999
	Lander
	Crash landed on surface due to improper hardware testing

	

Deep Space 2 (DS2)
	
	
	
	Hard landers
	

	Mission (2000–present)
	Launch
	Arrival at Mars
	Termination
	Objective
	Result

	

2001 Mars Odyssey
	7 April 2001
	24 October 2001
	Currently operational
	Orbiter
	Success

	


 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mars_Express_Orbiter" \o "Mars Express Orbiter" 
Mars Express

	2 June 2003
	25 December 2003
	Currently operational
	Orbiter
	Success

	

Beagle 2
	
	
	6 February 2004
	Lander
	Lost contact in December 2003 after separation from Mars Express. Fate unknown.

	

MER-A Spirit
	10 June 2003
	4 January 2004
	Currently operational, stuck
	Rover
	Success

	

MER-B Opportunity
	7 July 2003
	25 January 2004
	Currently operational
	Rover
	Success

	


 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosetta_(spacecraft)" \o "Rosetta (spacecraft)" 
Rosetta

	2 March 2004
	February 25, 2007
	Currently operational
	Gravity assist enroute to comet 67P/Churyumov-Gerasimenko
	Success

	

Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter
	12 August 2005
	10 March 2006
	Currently operational
	Orbiter
	Success

	

Phoenix
	4 August 2007
	25 May 2008
	10 November 2008
	Lander
	Success

	

Dawn
	27 September 2007
	Feb. 17, 2009
	Currently operational
	Gravity assist to Vesta
	(Successful launch; successful to date)


