	1960 
	Oct. 10: The Soviet Union conducted its first attempt to launch a spacecraft toward Mars. The vehicle never reached orbit.
Oct. 14: The Soviet Mars probe failed to reach orbit.
Dec. 10: The Soviet Government issues a decree, authorizing a variety of space projects, including the development of the 8K78 (Molniya) launcher.

	1961
	Feb. 4: The Molniya rocket failed to launch a Venus probe from the Earth orbit.
Feb. 12: The Molniya rocket launches Venera-1 toward Venus. Contact lost en route.

	1962
	April 16: The development of the UR-500 booster has been authorized.
July 22: Mariner-1 Venus probe fails to reach orbit.
Aug. 27: The Atlas-Agena B rocket launches Mariner-2 Venus probe.
Aug. 25: A Venus lander (2MV-1 #3) left stranded in the low Earth orbit as a result of the upper stage failure of the Molniya rocket.
Sept. 1: The 2MV-1 No. 4 Venus lander left stranded in the low-Earth orbit due to the fourth stage failure.
Sept. 12: The 2MA-4 No. 1 Venus flyby probe left stranded in the low-Earth orbit due to the fourth stage failure.
Oct. 24: The 2MV-4 No. 3 Mars probe left stranded in the low Earth orbit.
Nov. 1: The Molniya rocket launches the Mars-1 probe toward Mars. Contact lost en route at the distance of 106 kilometers from Earth.
Nov. 4: The 2MV-3 No. 1 Mars lander left stranded in the low Earth orbit.
Dec. 14: The Mariner-2 completes world's first flyby of Venus at the distance of 35,000 kilometers.

	1963
	Jan. 3: Last contact with Mariner-2 Venus probe.
January: Due to the success of the Mariner-2, a follow-on mission, scheduled for 1964 is canceled.
Nov. 11: The 3MV-1A No. 2 Mars flyby probe left stranded in the Earth orbit and announced as Cosmos-21.

	1964
	Feb. 19: The Soviet Venus flyby  probe (3MV-1A #4A) failed to reach Earth orbit. Third stage failure.
March 27: The Soviet Venus landing probe (3MV-1 #5)is stranded in the low-Earth orbit. Cosmos 27.
April 2: Zond-1 (3MV -1 #4) is launched toward Venus. Failed enroute. Venus lander.
Nov. 5: The Atlas-Agena D rocket failed to deliver the Mariner-3 Mars flyby probe (payload fairing failed to jettison).
Nov. 28: The Mariner-4 Mars flyby probe lifts off.
Nov. 30: Zond-2 (3MV-4A #2) is launched toward Mars. Mars flyby, failed enroute.

	1965
	July 15: The Mariner-4 flies within 10,000 km from Mars, transmits 21 images, scientific data.
July 18: Zond-3 (3MV-4 #3) is launched toward Mars. Mars Orbiter. Photographed Moon and then failed enroute.
Nov. 12: The Molniya booster launches Venera-2 (3MV-4 #4) spacecraft towrd Venus. Flyby.
Nov. 16: The Molniya booster launches Venera-3 (3MV-3 #1) spacecraft towrd Venus. Lander.
Nov. 23: The Soviet Venus probe is stranded in the low-Earth orbit.


