Strughold Award - 2012

Smith L. Johnston III, M.D., M.S.

Smith Johnston is from Woodstock, Georgia and received his Bachelor of Science in biology in 1976 and his Doctor of Medicine in 1981 from Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia.  From 1984 to 1990, Dr. Johnston completed his residencies in Internal and Aerospace Medicine from Wright State University, where he also received his Masters of Science in Aerospace Medicine and was Chief Resident in Internal Medicine in 1987-88.  


Dr. Johnston is a member of the Clinical Faculties, at the University of Texas Medical Branch, in the  Deptartment of Preventive, Occupational and Environmental Medicine in Galveston, Texas and at Wright State University, in the Department of Aerospace Medicine in Dayton, Ohio.   He has served on the Advisory and Oversight Committees for the National Science Foundation’s American Polar Medicine Program.  


Dr. Johnston was the Health Maintenance Facility Project (Space Station Freedom) physician with Krug/Wyle Life Sciences from 1991-1994. He is currently with the NASA Medical Operations Branch of the NASA Johnson Space Center where he has been a Medical Officer and Flight Surgeon since 1994..  He has been the lead physician for the International Space Station Emergency Crew Return Vehicle development and has supported over 25 Shuttle missions (12 as lead Crew Surgeon), including the unfortunate STS-107 Columbia mission.  He recently completed the assignment  as the lead Crew Surgeon for the STS-129 and STS-132 missions and the ISS  Expedition 16 and 29 missions. He is the Lead for the NASA and the International Space Station Fatigue Management Teams. He has published numerous articles on operational space medicine and parabolic research on methods for providing Advanced Life Support and medical evacuation/transport in space.

Dr. Johnston is Board Certified in Aerospace Medicine from the American Board of Preventive Medicine and a Fellow of the Aerospace Medical Association.  He was President of the Space Medicine Association in 2005, and the President of the Society of NASA Flight Surgeons in 2006, and  received the Society of NASA Flight Surgeone's Lovelace Award in 2011.  
